
BRECKLAND COUNCIL 
 
Report of William Smith Executive Member – Cabinet Portfolio to the 
CABINET- 18th March 2008 
 
Sustainable Community Strategy 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 Members of the Cabinet are asked to recommend to Council the adoption of the 
Sustainable Community Strategy for Breckland   

 

2. Recommendations 
 It is recommended that the Council/Cabinet: 
 
2.1 Adopt the Sustainable Community Strategy for Breckland 

 

 
Note:  In preparing this report, due regard has been had to equality of opportunity, 
human rights, prevention of crime and disorder, environmental and risk management 
considerations as appropriate.  Relevant officers have been consulted in relation to any 
legal, financial or human resources implications and comments received are reflected in 
the report. 
 

3. Information, Issues and Options 

3.1 Background 

3.1.1 Breckland Council has a statutory duty to prepare a community strategy by virtue of 
Section 4 of the Local Government Act 2000. The Sustainable Communities Act 2007 
has changed the reference from ‘Community Strategy’ to a ‘Sustainable Community 
Strategy’ but the duty remains unchanged.  

3.1.2 Central Government has produced guidance for preparing a Sustainable Community 
Strategy and Breckland Council in conjunction with the Local Strategic Partnership 
(LSP) has referred to this when preparing the Strategy.  

3.1.3 The Strategy promotes the economic, social and environmental well-being of 
Breckland and will contribute to the District’s sustainable development. 

3.1.2   The Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 has defined the 
role of local authorities as ‘place shapers’; providing strategic leadership to bring 
together various partnership organisations and to create a vision of how to respond 
and address the challenges facing a locality in a co-ordinated way.  

3.1.3   The Sustainable Community Strategy and the Local Development Framework (LDF) 
set out this vision and there is complete coherence between the two documents.  
The Strategy also aligns with the Norfolk Local Area Agreement and relevant 
regional and national documents 

3.2 Issues 

3.2.1 Taking into account new legislation, towards the end of 2007 and the beginning of 
2008, Breckland Council together with the LSP undertook a programme of 
consultation to inform the development of a refreshed Sustainable Community 
Strategy.  

3.2.2    The revised Sustainable Community Strategy is attached at Appendix A of this report 
and is the result of discussion and consultation with the many organisations and 
people who are involved in improving the quality of life in Breckland. 



3.3 Options 

3.3.1 To adopt the Sustainable Community Strategy for Breckland (2008-2011) 

3.3.2 Not to adopt the Sustainable Community Strategy for Breckland (2008-2011) 

3.4 Reasons for Recommendation(s) 

3.4.1 The Council has a duty under the Local Government Act 2000 to prepare a 
Sustainable Community Strategy to promote the economic, social and environmental 
well-being of its area and to contribute to sustainable development.  

4. Risk and Financial Implications 

4.1 Risk  

4.1.1 I have completed the Risk Management questionnaire and this report does not 
require a risk assessment because the changes/issues covered by the 
recommendations are not significant in terms of risk. 

4.2 Financial  

4.2.1 None 

5. Legal Implications 

5.1 None 

6. Other Implications    

a) Equalities: Yes; 

b) Section 17, Crime & Disorder Act 1998: None 

c) Section 40, Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006: None 

d) Human Resources: None 

e) Human Rights:  None 

f) Other:  [e.g. Children’s Act 2004] None 

7. Alignment to Council Priorities 

 The matter raised in this report falls within the following Council priorities: 

• A safe and healthy environment 

• A well planned place to live which encourages vibrant communities 

• A prosperous place to live and work 

8. Ward/Community Affected 

8.1 All wards and communities in Breckland 

Background Papers 
Sustainable Community Strategy 
 
Lead Contact Officer:      
Name/Post: Stephanie Butcher;  
Telephone: 01362 656893 
 
Email: Stephanie.butcher@breckland.gov.uk 
Key Decision Status (Executive Decisions only): 
This is a key decision 

 


